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Some coats can be very timeless and classic, and 
can be worn for 5-10 years until they start looking 
well loved. But most coats have an expiration date 
on them due to their style, shape, length and de-
tailing. If you live in a climate where you don’t wear 
coats very often, it’s even more important for you to 
assess your coat closet every fall/winter to ensure 
you aren’t just leaving old coats in there ‘in case you 
need them one day’. 

Review the ‘out’ list below to help you cleanse your 
coat closet and to help you avoid these styles mov-
ing forward. 

Then visit the shopping carousels located on the 
StyleYourselfChic.com ‘What’s In and Out for 
Coats’ page and shop away! You’ll see the coats are 
divided by type of coat, so you can shop based on 
what you specifically need.

And for any coat questions, visit the SYC Society 
private Facebook page HERE to ask away!
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Winter Coat Style Guide: Out List
When cleansing clients’ closets, some of the dated coats that I often see are list-

ed below to help you better cleanse your coat closet. Make sure to read each style 
tip to learn WHY the coat is dated to help you more easily part with your coat.

Boxy Boiled Wool 
Coats

Style Tip: Boiled wool is no lon-
ger in style, but more important-

ly it’s not a flattering material 
on any body type. It is boxy and 

has no drape or shape to it. Even 
though it’s warm, know there 

are warmer and more flattering 
coat options out there.

Boxy Single or Double 
Breasted Coats

Style Tip: Boxy is never any 
one’s friend, especially double 
breasted. When a coat has no 
shape (no princess seaming) 
it ends up making the person 

wearing it appear boxy and big-
ger than they are, which no one 

wants!

Faux Fur Trimmed 
Coats

Style Tip: Faux fur is not nec-
essarily “out” it’s more in how 
it looks after a few wears (aka 
it’s longevity). Most of the faux 
fur trim on coats ends up look-
ing very well loved and ragged 
quickly, thus making the coat 

appear not as polished and 
current. Avoid the faux fur trim 
on your coats to keep your coats 

lasting longer.



Winter Coat Style Guide: Out List
When cleansing clients’ closets, some of the dated coats that I often see are list-

ed below to help you better cleanse your coat closet. Make sure to read each style 
tip to learn WHY the coat is dated to help you more easily part with your coat.

Boxy Long (ankle or
 full length) Wool Coats

Style Tip: One of the #1 dated 
coats I see in clients’ closets 
would have to be the ankle 

to floor length wool coat that 
they’ve had for years and years. 
This coat may be handy for very 

cold days or trips to colder cli-
mates, but I invite you to try out 

a long well shaped puffer coat 
instead for a more current look.

If you need a heavier, longer 
dressy coat, then opt for a more 

a-line wool coat with princess 
seaming and possibly a belt or 

sash to give it shape despite the
length.

Shoulder Pads in
 Coats

Style Tip: A good rule of thumb, 
if your coat has large shoulder 

pads in it then it’s dated and 
needs to move on. If the coat 

perhaps has just a bit of shoul-
der structure, that can be fine, 
but full blown shoulder pads 
are no longer in styleand will 
just make you appear dated.

Bulky, Shapeless Puffer 
Coats

Style Tip: Puffer coats have 
come a long way, thankfully! 

Now they are being made sleek-
er (but still warm) and with 

shape to them. They often have 
seaming, belting, sashes, etc. 

to keep you from looking like a 
marshmallow.

So there is no reason to buy or 
hold onto a bulky and shapeless 
puffer coatwhen there are more 
flattering options readily avail-

able.
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When cleansing clients’ closets, some of the dated coats that I often see are list-

ed below to help you better cleanse your coat closet. Make sure to read each style 
tip to learn WHY the coat is dated to help you more easily part with your coat.

Double Breasted and Single Breasted Rain Coats with 
Accordion Pleating OR a Long, Boxy Shape

Style Tip: Similar to the other coats on the ‘out’ list we are not holding onto 
any trench or rain coats that are long, boxy, have big shoulders, and are shape-

less. I’ve seen countless London Fog trench coats from years ago thatare no 
longer in style, and need to be let go of. Another rain coat style I seethat’s dat-

ed is the short or long style with the accordion pleating in and
around the hood area.


